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Summary
‘Societal Constructions of Masculinity in Chicanx and Mexican
Literature: From Machismo to Feminist Masculinity’ demonstrates how
masculinity has been constructed and deconstructed as a challenge or
reinforcement of patriarchy in cultural works over the last 50 years.
The discussion therein focuses on the cultural shift towards a feminist
masculinity and how this change is represented in Chicanx and Mexican
literature and Mexican telenovelas.
The book begins with how violence, citizenship, and masculinity become
intertwined as patriarchy fights, both literally and figuratively, to regain
the ground it lost to women’s agency during WWII. It explores the
author’s subversion of the status quo through imagining a new aesthetic
based on a poetic masculinity which highlights new forms of social
relations that validate new masculinities. This is followed by examining
texts from the aftermath of the Mexican Revolution that demonstrate
how, by pairing the successes and failures of the nation with
masculinity, one can see that as time progresses the very definition of
what it signifies to be a Mexican male has been adapting along with the
State. The book also explains how fatherhood has been represented in
Chicanx literature and considers masculine relationships more broadly.
The analysis of the telenovelas in this volume indicates how
homosexuality serves as the catalyst for a reconfiguring of gender
narratives, ultimately leading to change and acceptance within
Mexican society while providing an unequivocal look into the future of
masculinity as it begins to overthrow its historical gender binaries.
This book will appeal to advanced undergraduates, graduate students,
and professionals, both specialists and generalists, in fields including
Gender Studies,
Women’s Studies,
Comparative Studies,
Chicana/o Studies,
Latina/o Studies,
Latin and American
Studies, and Cultural
Studies. Feminists
and activists for
human rights will
also find this an
interesting and
valuable text.
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