The theory of the kingdom

A unified model of human agency

Andrew Allen Root

Independent Researcher

Series in Philosophy of Religion
E‘ VERNON PRESS



Copyright © 2024 Vernon Press, an imprint of Vernon Art and Science Inc, on behalf
of the author.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior permission of Vernon Art and
Science Inc.

www.vernonpress.com

In the Americas: In the rest of the world:
Vernon Press Vernon Press

1000 N West Street, Suite 1200 C/Sancti Espiritu 17,
Wilmington, Delaware, 19801 Malaga, 29006

United States Spain

Series in Philosophy of Religion

Library of Congress Control Number: 2023946576

ISBN: 978-1-64889-757-3

Product and company names mentioned in this work are the trademarks of their
respective owners. While every care has been taken in preparing this work, neither
the authors nor Vernon Art and Science Inc. may be held responsible for any loss or
damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly by the information
contained in it.

Cover designed by Vernon Press. Logo designed for Oppositeville Holdings by David
Fritch of Thinkable Solutions.

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been
inadvertently overlooked the publisher will be pleased to include any necessary
credits in any subsequent reprint or edition.



Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Table of contents

List of figures
Abstract
Introduction

Introduction to the model of human agency

Service, generosity and love versus cycles of greed
and fear

The small circle represents the real economy
Individual offerings redeem scarcity to produce life

Two-way resource transport across the permeable
messianic membrane

The big circle is a benefit to all humankind

Additional large circle resources of heart labor,
heart capital and spiritual territory

Investment opportunity is plentiful, and rewards
are generous

Human agency

Real economy agency

Agents run the day-to-day operations of large
modern organizations

Biblical agency

Joint-Heir Organizations

Characteristics of the owner

The owner is holy

The owner is loving

God is sovereign

Productive kingdom agency requires humility
The owner is unlimited

Agents are moved to timely action

Agency is pervasive

xvii

15
15

16
17
19
20
20
20
21
22
23

23
25



Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Circle within a circle

Four categories of Christian economic theory
Compassionate Christian economics
Complimentary Christian economics
Christian conflict economics

Christian cash economics

A new theory of the kingdom

Messianic membrane

One mediator

Agency choice and kingdom come now

To be salty is to act with wisdom

A ruptured membrane between the two economies
Inter-economy essentials

Age of the Holy Spirit

An answer before the question

Engagement

Application

Communication over intervention

Tragic collapse of two towers

Modes of intervention

Mixed results of tight regulation and intervention
Small players lose the intervention game

“Words speak louder without actions.”

Communication with God maximizes the scale
of the kingdom

Owner communication over time

Period 1: Ancient communication

Period 2: Communication in Jesus' lifetime
Ownership communication at the point of transition
The Holy Spirit is a personal guide

Period 3: Communication after the day of Pentecost

Holy Spirit communicates sonship to me

29
29
29
30
30
31
31
32
32
33
34
34
35
35
35
36
37

41
41
42
42
43
43

44
44
45
46

48
48
49



Chapter 5

Chapter 6

God’s commands are now a promise
Application. Embrace voluntary disclosure

Direct access

Objective function

Individual level objective

Kingdom economy is for life, peace and growth
Real economy objectives

Nations want calm and more cash

The kingdom economy is different

Life

Where created life and eternal life meet is
abundant life

Peace

A title for every territory

Kingdom economy peace if for groups
Growth

Sustainability is part of the design
Application

Economic resources
Managing small circle resource scarcity

Kingdom economy dimensions of land, labor,
and capital

Labor

Core elements of heart labor are prayer, fasting
and giving

Capital

Biblical heart capital is different from spiritual
capital

Sources of biblical heart capital
Land and territory
Land and territory with kingdom economy value

Application. Diagnosing a resource deficit

49
49
50

53
53
54
55
55
56
57

57
58
58
59
60
61
61

65
65

67
67

67
68

68
69
69
70
71



Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Resource allocation

Two dimensions of relationships and resources
Owner-Agent in the real economy
Owner-owner in the real economy
Agent-agent relationships in the real economy
Money over relationships

Owner-owner in the kingdom economy
Owner-owner motivation is love

Owner-Agent and Christian virtues

Faith, hope and love in the sabbath

Agency duty of obedience

Resources received by faith are for groups

The banquet servant’s obedience benefited a
community

Agents are expected to give to the poor

Challenges of agent-agent relationships in the
kingdom economy

Modern governance lesson in the book of Acts
Application. Act to resolve inequity

Always risky to resolve agent-agent disputes

Risk, returns & rewards
Patience rewarded in the real economy

Transmutation of wealth into the kingdom
economy

Christ-follower transmutation of wealth increases

with age

Real economy wealth building associated with
inequality

Some interest rates are hard to justify in the
kingdom economy

Choosing what to fear and who to serve
distinguishes the two realms

Kingdom rewards satisfy my needs for all time

Tradeoffs

75
75
76
77
77
77
78
78
79
79
80
80

81
81

82
83
84
85

89
90

91

92

92

94

95
96
96



Chapter 9

Chapter 10

One payor of kingdom rewards
Restoration and returns on loss and suffering

Rewards of identity, authority, provision and
protection

Eternal security is a promised reward
Need for authority

The first need and first temptation is identity

Risk aversion

Owner diversification lowers risk

Agent risk aversion overcome with incentives
Risk-taking and growth

C.T. and Priscilla Studd’s risky business
Challenge to risk it like the Studd’s

Religious risk is largely rewarded in spiritual
credence goods

Rich young ruler indicted by omission
Risk in the time of Rome
Fear and the hierarchy of temptation

Final case application and future research direction

Individual investment

Real economy investing

Tangible and intangible returns on education
Real economy investing in theory

Real economy investing in practice

Savings rate of 15% sufficient for future
consumption

God designed the earth to support investment
returns

Kingdom investing principles in the real economy
Investments to avoid
Investing according to the ultra-wealthy

Solomon’s investing advice is well-supported
in academic literature

97
98

99
100
100
101

107
107
107
108
108
110

110
111
112
113
114

119
119
120
121
121

122

122
123
123
124

125



Chapter 11

Do not work for the purpose of being rich
Kingdom investing for now and then

Kingdom investment rewards includes
spiritual virtue

The tithe
Giving is servanthood and an act of worship

High earners should invest more than money
in kingdom service and worship

Exchange of the highest order

Application. Reconsidering losses and staying
in the game

Organization investment

A church is not a for-profit business
Incredible ambition

A very expensive tent built by generosity and
Holy Spirit inspiration

Kings were hard-wired to invest and build

Worthwhile investments meet the needs of
provision, security, authority and identity

The extravagant temple built in a time of peace

Jerusalem wall and interim temple

Passionate and bold leadership needed to repair

a city wall
New Testament era investment
Herod the Great built the second temple

Practical approach

A. Invest. The field is white

B. Obedience to the Holy Spirit

C. Real economy problems

D. Law of unity

E. Humility

F. Freewill offerings

G. Leadership matters

H. Failure does not have to end in failure
I. Grace and peace in all things

125
126

127
128
129

129
130

130

137
138
139

140
140

141
142
143

143
144
144

146
146
147
147
147
147
148
148
148
149



Chapter 12

Chapter 13

The law of proportion
Credence goods

The kingdom economy is a monopolist credence
goods market

Holy Spirit as distributor

Unlimited supply of goods for life in the real
economy

Supply demand in the kingdom economy
Entry and advancement by non-monetary means

Proportional sacrifice is the reasonable price of
exchange

The cost of discipleship means average demand
slopes down

Supply of goods slopes up
A large proportionate gift
Variable reward of information for variable effort

Practical implications and future research questions

Heart capital

Introduction to capital

How a business uses capital

Real economy capital is scarce and mobile
Introduction to heart capital

Sources of heart capital

Common heart capital of creation

Endowment of the Holy Spirit and the word of God
Heart capital produces life, wisdom and virtue
Heart capital used for the common good
Acquiring heart capital through agency activity
Maintaining and refining heart capital

Case examples of the capital theory of the
kingdom economy

Merciful Jesus
William Wilberforce and Psalms chapter 119

153
153

154
155

155
156
157

158

159
159
160
161
161

165
165
165
165
166
166
167
167
169
170
170
172

173
173
174



Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Heart labor

Definition and purpose of heart labor

Individual and group level heart labor

Types of heart labor. King David as a model laborer
The beatitudes as heart labor

Core heart labors are prayer, fasting and giving
Failures activated my work in prayer

It is up to the church to pray together for good
government

Characteristics of heart labor. The kingdom
economy does not have a labor-capital problem

The sin problem remains in a proposed
post-capitalist world

Heart labor is highly valued in the kingdom economy
Heart labors reveal truth and arrest corruption
Urgency and effort

Work performed away from the spotlight

Heart labor wages incentives and effects

Kingdom economy wages and accounting

Heart labor received diverse and generous wages
Real economy wages are not fairly distributed

The owner in the kingdom economy is just

Example of heart labor producing peace

Applications

Territory
Types and importance
Land is highly valued

Intangible mental and spiritual territory is also
valuable

The value of territory

Intangible mental and spiritual territory is most
highly valued

Action is in second level spiritual territory

179
179
180
181
181
182
183

184

184

185
185
186
187
187
188
188
189
191
191
192
193

197
197
197

198
198

200
200



Chapter 16

Chapter 17

The human heart is territory. It can be filled and
defended, and it grows

Groups occupy spiritual territory

Pope John Paul IT and Poles cracked open their
territory

Land use and productivity
Obtaining and holding territory
Applications

Information asymmetry

Information asymmetry is different with God
as the owner

Information is valuable.

Information asymmetry is costly.

Information gaps are costly

Prices transmit information to the uninformed
Communication reduces the information gap
Kingdom economy and information asymmetry
The owner communicates extensively with agents

The price was clearly posted and informs me of
the cost of agency

Jesus’ selective disclosure gives way to a full
disclosure by agents

Application. Always be ready

Monitoring and bonding

Monitoring

Owners have monitoring choices

God does not monitor to learn something

Bonding increases relational intimacy and
reduces costs

Bonding facilitates kingdom economy agency
To remain is to be economically bonded
Insight from the study of relational pairs

Monitoring misbehavior

201
201

202
202
204
205

209

209
210
211
211
212
212
213
214

214

215
215

219
219
219
220

220
221
222
222
225



Chapter 18

Monitoring good behavior

Model response to monitoring
Bonding to realign with the owner
Bonding by faithfulness

Bonding by experiencing Jesus
Bonding is for a particular assignment

Six applications

Testing

Involuntary and voluntary testing is used to
gather information

The disciple James on testing

Job’s disinterested righteousness and greater
economic justice

Peter is warned

Peter’s failure would result in a real economy
termination

Restoration by repentance, retest, redemption
and completion

Is it enough that Moses and Isaac survive?
Beginning of monotheism

Testing when the owners knows the future

Testing promotes and empowers agents for service
Testing is a sign of productivity

No exemptions and unlimited attempts
Application. The missing servants

Restoration after all is lost

Application. Trust the owner and keep investing

Conclusion
Tangible individual actions
Intangible individual actions

Tangible organizational actions

Epilogue

225
226
226
227
228
228
228

233

233
234

235
236

236

237
237
238
239
240
240
241
242
242
243

247
247
248
249

251



Bibliography 255
Subject index 275

Bible chapter index 281






Figure 1.1.
Figure 2.1.

Figure 2.2.
Figure 3.1.
Figure 7.1.
Figure 8.1.
Figure 8.2.

Figure 10.1.
Figure 10.2.

Figure 12.1.
Figure 13.1.

Figure 14.1.
Figure 14.2.
Figure 16.1.

Figure 17.1.

List of figures

Model of human agency.

Meta narrative of the creation, fall and redemption
of humankind and the earth.

Representation of Christian eschatology.
Simplified model of human agency.

Dimensions of relationships and resources.

Return component of the model of human agency.
Hierarchy of temptation and rewards.

Sample of real economy investment portfolio and
expected return.

Time and money exchanged for religious goods
with utility in the real economy.

Law of proportion. Spiritual goods supply demand.
Heart Capital crosses the messianic membrane to
produce life, peace, and growth.

Circular flow model of kingdom economy resources.

Heart labor accounting.

Information asymmetry (“IA”) fundamentals are
different across the messianic membrane.
Monitoring and bonding in the model of human
agency.

17
18
32
75
90
95

122

127
157

168
180
189

210

224






Abstract

This original monograph presents a theory of the economy of the kingdom of
God. The theory implies a model of human agency integrating known
essentials of the real economy with the eternal kingdom economy. The
kingdom economy is characterized by life, peace and growth. The model
shows effective agents produce kingdom economy outputs by being salt and
light, arresting corruption and revealing truth. Individual and organizational
practices that arrest corruption and reveal truth can resolve longstanding real
economy shortcomings. God is the owner in the model. God is holy, loving,
sovereign and unlimited. The owner is the monopolist source of spiritual
credence goods necessary for productive agency. The quantity of goods
supplied is in proportion to an agent’s relationship and offering of time and
money. The owner relates to agents through an internally inscribed
behavioral contract. The owner intervenes in the real economy by
communication rather than by restricting individual freedom.

Practical implications of the model include: 1) Group bias may be resolved
by the privileged surrendering oversight of disputed resources to a small
group of mature aggrieved individuals. 2) Testing is required to promote
agents to new levels of authority and productivity. Testing tends to benefit all
stakeholders. 3) In the kingdom economy the primary method of lowering
agency costs is bonding. Bonding means increased time spent in activities
such as continuing education, apprenticeship and community building.
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