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Summary

This new volume repositions narrative medicine and
trauma studies in a global context with a particular focus
on ethics. Trauma is a rapidly growing field of especially
literary and cultural studies, and the ways in which trauma
has asserted its relevance across disciplines, which intersect
with narrative medicine, and how it has come to widen the
scope of narrative research and medical practice constitute
the principal concerns of this volume.

This collection brings together contributions from
established and emerging scholars coming from a wide
range of academic fields within the faculty of humanities
that include literary and media studies, psychology,
philosophy, history, anthropology as well as medical
education and health care studies. This crossing of
disciplines is also represented by the collaboration between
the two editors.

Most of the authors in the volume use narrative medicine to
refer to the methodology pioneered by Rita Charon and her
colleagues at Columbia University, but in some chapters,
the authors use it to refer to other methodologies and
pedagogies utilizing that descriptor.

Trauma is today understood both in the restricted sense in
which it is used in the mental health field and in its more
widespread, popular usage in literature. This collection
aspires to prolong, deepen, and advance the field of
narrative medicine in two important aspects: by bringing
together both the cultural and the clinical side of trauma
and by opening the investigation to a truly global horizon.
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