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be termed “the Christian literary imagination.” Within this brief, the 
coordinators of the series were asking whether the authors chosen by the 
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the invited contributors, the series, symposium, and conference were 
necessarily eclectic—as is this volume.  
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The Christian Literary Imagination  

Michael Scott 
Blackfriars Hall, Oxford 

Abstract: This introductory chapter references the interpretations and 

examples of The Christian Literary Imagination in the diverse literary works 
being considered by the contributors. Differences in time, approach, 
methodology, genre, style, faith, no faith, theology, and philosophy co-mingle 
as the contributors help expand horizons in interpreting the work of a variety of 
writers. But the Christian narrative is not only a way of thinking of God as a 
Trinity of three person in one Being. In the beauty of creation, it points to the 
iconic figure of God Made Man, proclaiming love, peace, forgiveness, and 

sacrifice for the sake of others. The Christian Literary Imagination gives rise 
thereby to the multifaceted expression of the love of God, for God and of God’s 
works, within the Christian tradition.  

Keywords: reason; imagination; faith; mediation; forgiveness; love   

*** 

Where does the idea of the Christian literary imagination originate? Many 
discussions, such as that in Lucy Beckett’s highly informative In the Light of 
Christ: Writings in the Western Tradition, look back to Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s 
definition of the primary and secondary imagination in his Biographia Literaria 
(1815-17), where the poet writes of the primary imagination as being “the living 
Power and prime Agent of all human Perception, and as a repetition in the finite 
mind of the eternal act of creation in the infinite I AM” (205). He then describes 
the secondary imagination as “as an echo of the former, co-existing with the 
conscious will, yet still as identical with the primary in the kind of its agency, and 
differing only in degree, and in the mode of its operation” (205-6).  

In this, Coleridge refers to his belief that forms of creativity in humans reflect 
the creativity of God, who as “the infinite I AM” is the creator of all the creative 
acts in which we engage. It is a religious statement, a statement of belief. But 
what is the relationship between something which is “reasoned” and 
something which is “believed” or in which we have faith? Later in the same 
work, Coleridge notes “that Religion passes out of the ken of Reason only where 
the eye of Reason has reached its own Horizon; and that Faith is then but its 
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continuation . . . to preserve the Soul steady and collected in its pure Act of 
inward Adoration to the great I AM, and to the filial WORD that re-affirmeth it 
from Eternity to Eternity, whose choral Echo is the Universe” (414).  

The reasoning is one within faith and, as Joseph Simmons notes in his thesis 
on Theology through a Literary Imagination, it is taken up as a concept by such 
Christian writers as George Macdonald (1824-1905) and William Lynch (1908-
1987) in the context of a “Christian” literary imagination. In this volume, Lynch’s 
work is considered further by Mark Bosco in his chapter on Flannery O’Connor. 
But what is God, “the infinite I AM” and “the filial word that re-affirmeth belief”? 

“I AM” is the name God gives himself in Exodus (3. 14), when, appearing to 
Moses, he says “I AM THAT I AM” and instructs the prophet and leader of the Jews 
to tell the people that it is I AM who has sent him to them. The filial “WORD” comes 
from the opening of St. John’s Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God and the Word was God” (1.1). The “Word” is God incarnate, that is, 
God made man in the person of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 God is, in Christian belief, a Trinity of persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
The concept of God comes from the human imagination, transmuted by 
Scripture and tradition into a belief beyond the “ken of reason,” beyond, that 
is, a material understanding of proof. Traditional Christian faith emanates from 
the Jewish Scripture in which “God said let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness” (Genesis 1.26). But that is an imaginative concept in itself and can as 
easily be reversed, in rational thinking, to “man made God in his own image 
and likeness.” Whichever way round, God is an imaginative (but not for the 
believer an imaginary) concept in which we may believe and about which 
philosophers debate. As we will see later in the book, certain writers, like 
Anselm of Canterbury (who is considered in Rachel Cresswell’s chapter), have 
striven to prove the existence of God, in one way or another, by reason. But pure 
faith, it can be argued, is something beyond the rational. 

In this respect, Michael Collins, the co-editor of the book, proposes in the 
Appendix that “a more helpful description of the Christian imagination may 
come from an atheist, John Paul Sartre.” Drawing on Sartre’s analysis of the 
reader’s creative interaction with a text, he proposes that “the Christian reads 
the world as if it were a book, finding through the activation of the creative 
imagination what is waiting to be found, the presence of living God in the world 
He has created and sustains. Thus, the imagination, for Sartre, for the Christian, 
becomes not simply a means of reformulating ideas and images, however 
complex or transcendent, but a way of discovering what the creator (human or 
divine) has designed to be discovered in his creation.” 

At the center of the design for the Christian is Jesus Christ, the incarnate God, 
mediated through the New Testament and the teaching of the Church which he 



 

 

 

 

 

PAGES MISSING 

 FROM THIS FREE SAMPLE 



 

List of Contributors 

Francis J. Ambrosio is Associate Professor of Philosophy Emeritus at 
Georgetown University. After studies in Florence, Italy, he completed the 
doctoral program in philosophy at Fordham University with a thesis on the 
hermeneutical philosophy of H.G. Gadamer about whom he has written 
extensively. He is the founding director, with Edward Maloney, of the 
Georgetown University “My Dante Project” (http://dante.georgetown.edu) 
which currently has been utilized by over 25,000 students worldwide. He is the 
author of Dante and Derrida: Face to Face (State University of New York Press, 
2007). In 2009, The Great Courses Program issued his 36-lecture course, 
Philosophy, Religion and the Meaning of Life. 

 

Clare Asquith, Lady Oxford, is an independent scholar. Graduating from St 
Anne’s College, Oxford, with a first-class honors degree, she worked in 
publishing before traveling in Eastern Europe in the 1980s and 1990s, with her 
husband, a diplomat, working in Moscow and Kiev. Her publications include 
Shadowplay: The Hidden Beliefs and Coded Politics of William Shakespeare and 
Shakespeare and the Resistance: The Earl of Southampton, The Essex Rebellion, 
and The Power that Challenged Tudor Tyranny. 

 

Mark Bosco, S.J., holds a Ph.D. in Interdisciplinary Studies in Theology and 
Literature from the Graduate Theological Union at Berkeley. He is Vice 
President for Mission and Ministry at Georgetown University and a member of 
the Department of English. He is the author of Graham Greene’s Catholic 
Imagination (2005) and co-editor of Revelation and Convergence: Flannery 
O'Connor and the Catholic Intellectual Tradition (2017). He is also co-producer 
and co-director of Flannery: The Storied Life of the Writer from Georgia, which, 
in 2019, became the first-ever recipient of the Library of Congress Lavine/Ken 
Burns Prize for Film. 

 

Molly Clark completed her DPhil at Merton College, Oxford, where she wrote 
on rhyme in Shakespeare's theatre. Her articles have been published in Studies 
in Philology, RES, Shakespeare, and Shakespeare Survey, and she regularly 
reviews early modern scholarship for the TLS. She also has a chapter 
in Christian Shakespeare: Question Mark, a monograph which resulted from a 
previous series of talks from the Future for the Humanities Project. Alongside 
continuing her research, she works part-time in the charity sector and is 



328   List of Contributors 

 

qualified as a caseworker and OISC Level 1 advisor for refugees and asylum 
seekers. She publishes poetry under her full name, Mary Anne Clark. 

 

Michael J. Collins is Professor of English and Dean Emeritus at Georgetown 
University and an Honorary Fellow of Wrexham Glyndwr University. He is the 
editor (with Francis J Ambrosio) of Text and Teaching: The Search for Human 
Excellence and (with Michael Scott) of Christian Shakespeare: Question Mark. 
He has taught modern British literature at Georgetown and has published 
frequently on modern British poets and playwrights He received the Bunn 
Award for Outstanding Teaching from Georgetown College in 2006.     

 

Rachel Cresswell is Departmental Lecturer in Ecclesiastical History at the 
Faculty of Theology and Religion at Oxford University. She also holds a Junior 
Research Fellowship at Blackfriars Hall, Oxford. As well as a DPhil in Theology 
from Oxford University, Rachel holds an MPhil in Theology and a BA in History. 
Rachel’s research lies in the history of Latin Christianity in the Central Middle 
Ages, particularly in the thought of Anselm of Canterbury (1033-1109). She is 
especially interested in medieval reception of the Bible and the use of scripture 
in theological discourse. She has published on Anselm of Canterbury, Thomas 
Aquinas, and medieval theories of atonement.  

 

Peter Davidson is Senior Research Fellow in Renaissance and Baroque Studies 
at Campion Hall, University of Oxford. He studied for an MA in comparative 
literature at York and his PhD from Cambridge was published by OUP as The 
Collected Poems and Translations of Sir Richard Fanshawe (1997). He is a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries of London. Much of his work has concerned the 
cultural life of the recusant Catholic community and the achievements of the 
Society of Jesus, He is general editor for the Oxford University Press edition of 
the complete works of the Elizabethan poet and Jesuit martyr St Robert 
Southwell. His collected essays on the Baroque era will appear in the summer 
of 2024 as Relics, Dreams, Voyages: World Baroque. 

 

John Drakakis is Emeritus Professor of English at the University of Stirling, an 
Honorary Fellow of Glyndwr University, Wrexham, and an Honorary Fellow of 
the British Shakespeare Association. He is the editor of Alternative 
Shakespeares, Shakespearean Tragedy, the Arden 3 series The Merchant of 
Venice, the general editor of the Routledge New Critical Idiom series, and the 
general and contributing editor for the revision of Geoffrey Bullough's 
Narrative and Dramatic Resources of Shakespeare. He has written widely on 
Shakespearean topics, and his book Shakespeare's Resources is currently in 
press and will be published by Manchester University Press. He is currently 



List of Contributors  329 

 

writing the forthcoming volume on Tragedy for the New Critical Idiom series, 
and he sits on the boards of a number of international scholarly journals. 

 

Paul Edmondson is Head of Research for the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust; an 
Honorary Fellow of The Shakespeare Institute, University of Birmingham; an 
Honorary Senior Research Fellow, Blackfriars Hall, University of Oxford; and a 
Visiting Professor in Human Rights, Birmingham City University. His 
publications include: Shakespeare: Ideas in Profile; Twelfth Night: A Guide to the 
Text and Its Theatrical Life; Destination Shakespeare; Finding Shakespeare’s New 
Place: and Archaeological Biography (with Kevin Colls and William Mitchell); New 
Places: Shakespeare and Civic Creativity (with Ewan Fernie); Shakespeare’s Creative 
Legacies (with Peter Holbrook); A Year of Shakespeare: Re-living the World 
Shakespeare Festival (with Paul Prescott and Erin Sullivan); and, in collaboration 
with Stanley Wells, Shakespeare’s Sonnets; Shakespeare Beyond Doubt: Evidence, 
Argument, Controversy; The Shakespeare Circle: An Alternative Biography; and All 
the Sonnets of Shakespeare. He is a priest in The Church of England. 

 

John C. Hirsh received his BA from Boston College in 1964 and his PhD from 
Lehigh University in 1970. He began teaching at Georgetown University in the 
same year, starting as an instructor and rising to the rank of professor in 1984. 
Over the years he held numerous fellowships in the UK: at Pembroke College, 
Wadham College, St. Edmund Hall, and Campion Hall, Oxford, as well as 
Magdalene College, Cambridge. He was a scholar and specialist in two literary 
fields, publishing prolifically on both medieval English literature (especially 
Chaucer) and nineteenth- and early twentieth-century American literature. He 
was also a scholar of education. He wrote or co-wrote thirteen books across his 
areas of expertise and was at work on a fourteenth. Since 1989, much of his 
professional life revolved around the literacy tutoring program at the Sursum 
Corda Apartments and, more recently, the Golden Rule Apartments in 
Washington, DC. John Hirsh died on December 6, 2023, at the age of 81.  

 

Hester Jones is an Honorary Research Fellow at the University of Bristol. Her 
Ph.D. thesis focused on literature of friendship in the later seventeenth and 
eighteenth Centuries and in particular on the ways in which Alexander Pope 
and Jonathan Swift drew on existing largely single-sex models of friendship so 
as to include women as well as men within this broader imaginative epistolary 
address. Jones’s reading challenged and complicated conventional accounts of 
their work as misogynist in its portrayal of the feminine. She has also published 
on a range of female poets and writers, including Christina Rossetti, Adrienne 
Rich, Octavia Hill, and Josephine Butler. She is currently completing a study of 
a number of twentieth-century poets who recreate the idea of depth in poetry. 



330   List of Contributors 

 

Jasmine Jones is a Stipendiary Lecturer in English (650-1550) at St Peter’s 
College, Oxford. She is also a Clarendon Scholar and the Bruce Mitchell Scholar 
of Old and Middle English at St Edmund Hall, Oxford, where she is completing 
her doctorate. Her research explores some of the earliest literature that survives 
in the English language: Old English religious verse composed by monastic 
poets around 700–850 AD. Her primary interest is in the distinctive theology 
developed by this poetry and the possible influence of diverse spiritual 
traditions on the early medieval English Church. Jasmine has an article in a 
Spanish journal (SELIM) on the Old English translation of Augustine’s 
Soliloquies during the reign of King Alfred the Great, and she has more recently 
published a theological study of the Old English liturgical poem The Advent 
Lyrics in the Review of English Studies. 

 

Bridget Keegan is Professor of English and Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Creighton University. She has published widely on eighteenth and 
nineteenth-century British laboring-class poetry with an emphasis on the work 
of John Clare. Keegan has also published on seventeenth and eighteenth-
century Catholic writers, including Jane Barker and Elizabeth Inchbald. With 
John Goodridge, she is the editor of the Cambridge History of British Working-
Class Writing (CUP, 2017). Most recently, her work has focused on the area of 
“blue humanities,” eighteenth-century maritime culture and sailor poets. She 
recently co-edited (with Michael Edson) a special issue of Eighteenth-Century 
Life (2023) devoted to the work and legacy of the Scottish sailor poet William 
Falconer. Her chapter on Stanfield has allowed her to link her two areas of 
interest in Catholic culture and maritime literature in the eighteenth century. 

 

Julia A. Lamm is a professor of Theology at Georgetown University. She 
received her BA in History and in Philosophy from The College of St. Catherine, 
and her A.M. in Religious Studies and Ph.D. in Theology from the University of 
Chicago. She is a historical and systematic theologian with specialization in the 
history of Christian thought; Christian mysticism; and the relation between 
theology and philosophy. She is a recipient of an Alexander von Humboldt 
Fellowship (Germany) and is the Founding Director of the Costan Lecture in 
Early Christianity at Georgetown. She is the author of The Living God: 
Schleiermacher's Theological Appropriation of Spinoza (1996), God's ‘Kinde’ 
Love: Julian of Norwich's Vernacular Theology of Grace (2019), Schleiermacher's 
Plato (2021), and numerous scholarly articles. She is also the translator and 
editor of Schleiermacher: Christmas Dialogue, the Second Speech, and Other 
Selections for the Classics of Western Spirituality (2014), and editor of The Wiley-
Blackwell Companion to Christian Mysticism (2012). 



List of Contributors  331 

 

Bárbara Mujica is a professor emerita at Georgetown University specializing in 
Early Modern Spanish Literature, in particular, mysticism, women's writing, and 
theater. Her book Women Religious and Epistolary Exchange in the Carmelite 
Reform won the 2022 GEMELA Prize for best book of the year on early modern 
Hispanic women. Her other books include Teresa de Ávila: Lettered Woman 

and Women Writers of Early Modern Spain. Mujica is also a novelist whose 
book Sister Teresa was adapted for the stage by the Actor's Studio in Los Angeles. 

 

John Pfordresher, now Emeritus Professor of English at Georgetown 
University, taught there for 47 years, focusing some of his time and energy on 
the teaching of courses on the Catholic imagination. His Jesus and the 
Emergence of a Catholic Imagination was published by Paulist Press in 2008. 

 

Timothy Radcliffe, O.P. joined the Dominicans in 1965, studied in Oxford and 
Paris, taught scripture in Oxford, and was involved in ministry to people with 
AIDS. He was Master of the Order of Preachers (1992- 2001). He is an itinerant 
lecturer. He has honorary doctorates from Oxford and universities in France, 
Switzerland, Italy, and the United States. His books include Sing a New Song, I 
Call You Friends, Seven Last Words, What is the Point of being a Christian?, Why 
go to Church?, The Drama of the Eucharist, Take the Plunge: Living Baptism and 
Confirmation, Alive in God: a Christian Imagination, and Questioning God , 
coauthored with Lukasz Popko, O.P. He received the Michael Ramsey Prize for 
theological writing in 2007. He is a Sarum Canon of Salisbury Cathedral and a 
participant in the Synod on Synodality in Rome.  

 

Clare Broome Saunders is Senior Tutor at Blackfriars Hall and a member of the 
Faculty of English at the University of Oxford. Her research interests include 
medievalism, women's poetry, and European travel writers in the long 
nineteenth century as reflected in her books Louisa Stuart Costello: A 19th 
Century Writing Life (2015); Women, Travel Writing, and Truth (2014); and 

Women Writers and Nineteenth-Century Medievalism (2009). Forthcoming 
publications include work on the connections between Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning and William Blake and a book on political medievalism in the long 
nineteenth century. 

 

Elizabeth Schafer is Professor of Drama and Theatre Studies at Royal Holloway, 
University of London. She has published performance histories of The Taming 
of the Shrew and Twelfth Night; a biography of Lilian Baylis, manager of the Old 
Vic and Sadler’s Wells theaters;  and a monograph MsDirecting Shakespeare: 
Women Direct Shakespeare. She is editing Richard Brome’s The City Wit and The 



332   List of Contributors 

 

Northern Lass for the Oxford University Press complete edition of Brome’s 
plays. Her Theatre & Christianity offers a radical new reading of Isabella 
in Measure for Measure, and her most recent book is Shakespeare and Eco-
Performance History: “The Merry Wives of Windsor.” 

 

Michael Scott is Fellow and Senior Dean at Blackfriars Hall, Oxford, and is 
Senior Advisor to the President and Director of The Future of the Humanities 
Project at Georgetown University, Washington DC. He was the Founding Vice 
Chancellor of Wrexham Glyndwr University, Wales, where he is Emeritus 
Professor of English and Theatre Studies and was previously Head of the School 
of Arts and Humanities and Pro Vice Chancellor of De Montfort University, 
Leicester, England. He was the founding and general editor of the Text and 
Performance Series and The Critics Debate Series. His books include John 
Marston’s Plays: Theme Structure and Performance; Renaissance Drama and A 
Modern Audience; Shakespeare and the Modern Dramatist; Harold Pinter: A 
Collection of Critical Essays (ed); Talking Shakespeare (ed with Deborah 
Cartmell); Shakespeare’s Comedies: All That Matters; Shakespeare’s Tragedies: 
All That Matters and Shakespeare: A Complete Introduction. He has also written 
two novels: Hamlet and the Psychotherapist: A Novel and “The Scottish King, 
Macbeth and the Psychotherapist: A Novel”  

 

Joseph E. Simmons, S.J. (DPhil Oxon) is an assistant professor of theology at 
Marquette University in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Prior to Marquette, he was a 
research fellow at Georgetown University's Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, 
and World Affairs. His licentiate in sacred theology thesis, Via Literaria: 
Marilynne Robinson’s Theology through a Literary Imagination, explored the 
convergence of literary and Christian imaginations. His doctoral dissertation, 
Attunements to Grace in the Fiction of Virginia Woolf and Marilynne Robinson 
proposed a phenomenology of literary attention as preparation for a 
theological engagement with atheist literature. Simmons’s interests include 
theology and literature, atheism, the theological turn in phenomenology, and 
writers “bothered by God.”   

 

Jane Stevenson is Senior Research Fellow at Campion Hall, Oxford, and a 
member of the Oxford English Faculty. She previously taught at Cambridge, 
Sheffield, Warwick, and Aberdeen. She has worked in a variety of areas, mostly 
relating to Latin and the classical tradition or to women’s history. Her 
publications include Women Latin Poets: Language, Gender and Authority from 
Antiquity to the Eighteenth Century (Oxford 2005). Her most recent publication 
is Siena: the Life and Afterlife of a Medieval City (London, 2022). 



List of Contributors  333 

 

Graham Ward is the Regius Professor of Divinity at the University of Oxford and 
Extraordinary Professor of Systematic Theology and Ecclesiology at the 
University of Stellenbosch. Among his books are Cities of God (Routledge), 
Cultural Transformation and Religious Practice (CUP), True Religion 
(Blackwell), Christ and Culture (Blackwell), The Politics of Discipleship (Baker 
Academic), Unbelievable (I.B.Tauris), and Unimaginable (I.B.Tauris). For the 
last ten years, he has been working on a major four-volume systematic theology 
called Ethical Life. The first two volumes have been published: How the Light 
Gets In (OUP) and Another Kind of Normal (OUP). He is currently working on 
volume III: Salus. 

 

Rowan Williams was born in Swansea and studied theology at Cambridge 
before completing a doctorate at Oxford in Russian Religious Thought. He 
became Bishop of Monmouth in 1992 after teaching at both Oxford and 
Cambridge.  From 1999 to 2002, he was Archbishop of Wales, Archbishop of 
Canterbury from 2002 to 2012, and Master of Magdalene College, Cambridge, 
from 2012 to 2020. He now lives in Cardiff. He has written widely on theology, 
spirituality, and literature.  His Collected Poems appeared in Carcanet Press in 
2021. He is also the editor of A Century of Poetry (SPCK  2022).





 

Index 

A 

Adam's Breed (Hall), 244 
Agajanian, Shaakeh, 214–15 
Ahlgren, Gillian, 92, 97, 98, 100 
Ahmad, Aeham, 24 
Allende, Salvador, 272 
"alphabetical poetics" of 
Christopher Smart, 10–11, 179–
86 

Anselm of Canterbury: 
arguments on existence of God, 
4, 6, 39–40, 44–46 

on imagination and the "eye of 
the mind," 40–44, 46–49 

incarnational theology, 58–59 
anti-Semitism of The Prioress' 

Tale. See The Prioress' Tale 
(Chaucer) 

Apocrypha, 32–33, 118–19 
apocryphal imagination of Old 
English poets, 32–33 

apophaticism, 98–99, 171 
Aquinas, Thomas and Thomism, 
22, 230, 242, 282–83, 285, 287 

Arendt, Hannah, 303–4 
Aristotle, 228 
Arns, Paulo Evaristo, 271–72 
"Art and Sacrament" (Jones), 257–
59 

Athanasius of Alexandria, 34 
The Atheist’s Tragedy (Tourneur): 
atheism, early modern thought 
on, 147–48, 159, 160 

competing views of nature, 152–
55 

competing views of providence, 
149–52, 158, 159–60 

D'Amville's action versus 
Charlemont's patience, 155–
59, 160 

Atwood, Tony (Clare), 242 
Augustine of Hippo, 30, 40, 41–42, 
53, 69, 172 

Aurora Leigh (Barrett Browning), 
211–13 

B 

Bacon, Francis, 159, 160 
Bagehot, Walter, 218, 219, 222 
Bakhtin, Mikhail, 257 
Baldwin, William, 125–26 
Balthasar, Hans Urs von, 277 
Barney, Natalie, 242, 248 
Barrett Browning, Elizabeth: 
dramatic monologues, 208–11 
epic poetry, 211–13 
poetics of "transformative 
conversation," 12, 205–8 

sonnet sequences, 213–15 
Batten, Mabel, 242, 247, 248 
Beckett, Lucy, 3 
Bede, 34, 182–83 
Behn, Aphra, 195 
Behrendt, Stephen, 196 
The Bell (Murdoch), 24 
Benedict XVI (pope), 275 
Beowulf (Old English poem), 32, 
34 

Bergoglio, Jorge Mario. See Francis 
(pope) 

Bernanos, Georges, 277 
Biblical allusions. See Scriptural 
allusions 

Bilinkoff, Jodi, 101–2 



336   Index 

 

Biron, Sir Henry Chartres, 251 
Blake, William, 11 
Blisset, William, 261 
Bloy, Léon, 242, 248–49, 277 
Bodo, Murray, 323–24 
The Book of Common Prayer, 128, 
129 

Borden, Mary, 246 
Borges, Jorge Luis, 274–75 
Borja, Francisco de, 92 
Bradley, A. C., 130 
Brett, Philip, 118 
The British Church (poems by 
Vaughan and Herbert), 171–72 

Browne, E. Martin, 317, 318 
Browning, Robert. See also Barrett 
Browning, Elizabeth 
Christian grotesque of. See 

Christmas Eve and Easter Day 
(Browning) 

other mentions, 206, 213, 244 
Bultmann, Rudolph, 14 
Byrd, William, 117–18, 119 

C 

Cædmon, 33–34 
Calvin, John, 125, 150, 152, 300 
Cardenal, Ernesto, 272, 273 
Carey, Brycchan, 188 
Carrión, María, 101 
Carstairs, Joe (Marion), 245 
Carter, William, 119 
Cary, Elizabeth, 10, 141, 143–45, 
146 

Cassian, John, 33 
Cassiodorus, 40 
Catholicism. See also Jesuit Order 
early 20th century Catholic 
intellectual revival, 241–42, 
251, 282–85 

in Latin America, 271–73, 275–
76 

Second Vatican Council, 271 
slavery and, 188–89 

Cecil, Robert, 107 
censorship in early modern 
period, 8, 9, 92–93, 116, 119, 142 

Cetina, Diego de, 92 
Chaucer, Geoffrey. See The 

Prioress' Tale (Chaucer) 
Chesterton, G.K., 22, 274 
"Child-hood" (Vaughan), 166 
The Children Act (McEwen), 19 
Christ and Satan (Old English 
poem), 33, 35–36 

"Christe's Bloody Sweat" 
(Southwell), 109–11 

Christian literary imagination: 
artists as allies of believers, 17–
24 

imagination, Christian thought 
on, 3–4, 68–69, 323–25 

by period (overview of 
chapters), 5–14 

A Christmas Carol (Dickens), 219–
20, 224 

Christmas Eve and Easter Day 
(Browning): 
disputatious form, the Guide 
and the Speaker, 218, 224–26 

grotesque mode, 217, 219–21, 
222, 223–24 

three "grottos" and their 
communities, 221–24 

Christopher, Emma, 188, 192–93 
Churchyard, Thomas, 120, 121, 
125 

Clarkson, Thomas, 187 
Cobley, Evelyn, 260, 264 
The Cocktail Party (Eliot), 7, 318–
20 

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor: 



Index  337 

 

on imagination, 3–4, 11, 48, 323 
Jones, influence on, 255, 261, 
263, 265–68 

Columbanus, 30 
"Come, come, what do I here?" 
(Vaughan), 164–65, 174 

Commedia (Dante): 
Browning's Christmas Eve 
compared with, 219, 221, 224–
25 

as gospel, 67–69 
Pope Francis on, 7, 65–67, 69 
spiritual guides (St Francis, 
Beatrice and Virgil), 69–72, 
225, 297–98, 319 

commodity fiction, 20–21, 22 
Congregationalism, 206, 207 
Corcoran, Neil, 256 
"Corruption" (Vaughan), 167, 168, 
169 

Coverdale, Miles, 129 
Cromwell, Thomas, 121, 123 
Crucifixion. See Passion of Christ, 
allusions to 

Cymbeline (Shakespeare), 137 

D 

Dacres, Anne, 107 
Daniel, Samuel, 120, 121 
Dante Alighieri. See Commedia 
(Dante) 

D'Arcy, Martin, 256 
Darwin, Charles, 12 
D’Aurevilly, Barbé, 241 
Dawkins, Richard, 18 
"Decease Release" (Southwell), 
107, 111–12, 124 

Deleuze, Gilles, 257, 266 
Devlin, Christopher, 229–30 
devotio moderna movement, 90–
91 

Dickens, Charles, 12, 17, 22, 219–
20, 224 

Dickinson, Emily, 305–6, 308 
Dieleman, Karen, 207 
Dilworth, Thomas, 256, 265 
Divine Comedy. See Commedia 
(Dante) 

Dix, Gregory, 258 
Doan, Laura, 250 
Doctor Faustus (Marlowe), 8, 160 
Dollimore, Jonathan, 9, 147 
Don, Megan, 96 
Donne, John, 9, 106, 107, 112, 125, 
153 

Doolittle, Hilda, 21 
Douglas, James, 251 
Downes, David Anthony, 236 
Downing, Charles, 130 
A Drama of Exile (Barrett 
Browning), 209 

Drayton, Michael: 
Catholic themes and Puritan 
persona, 9, 116, 125–26 
in The Harmonie of the 

Church, 117–20, 121 
in Matilda, 120–25 

critical neglect, 115–16, 126 
life events, 116–17 

Drew, Philip, 218 
Dugdale, William, 117 

E 

Easton, Fraser, 180 
Eaton, T. R., 130 
Eliot, T. S.: 
as dramatist and critic of drama, 
7, 13–14, 315–20, 321 

other mentions, 21, 217, 259–60, 
264, 266 

Elizabeth II's lying-in-state, 17–18, 
20 



338   Index 

 

Ellis, Havelock, 249 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo, 300–301 
Emilia (Lloyd Malcolm), 141–42, 
143, 145–46 

"The Empty Church" (Thomas), 
293–94 

English Civil War, 10, 171 
Ephraim the Syrian, 32–33 
"Epithalamion" (Hopkins), 233–35 
Equiano, Olaudah, 190, 194 
Erasmus of Rotterdam, 90, 130 
Eucharist, 24, 258, 285–86, 288 
"Evans" (Thomas), 292–93 
Everyman (morality play), 7, 316, 
317, 318, 319 

Exodus (Old English poem), 31, 34 

F 

Falconer, William, 188, 194 
"Felix Randal" (Hopkins), 291–92 
female complaint poems of early 
modern period, 120–22 

Fessard, Gaston, 277 
Firbank, Ronald, 241, 251 
Francis (pope): 
as Jorge Mario Bergoglio, 270, 
272, 274–77 

on Dante, 7, 65–67, 69 
on politics and concern for the 
poor, 270, 276, 277–79 

Francis of Assisi, 69–71, 276, 323–
24 

French Revolution, 11–12 
Freud, Lucien, 22 
Freud, Sigmund, 12, 283 
Fuller, Thomas, 115 
Fussell, Paul, 260, 264–65 

G 

Giles, Paul, 284 

Gill, Eric, 256 
Gilson, Etienne, 282, 283 
"God's Grandeur" (Hopkins), 12, 
324–25 

Goodere, Sir Henry (and family), 
116–17, 122, 124 

Gracián, Jerónimo, 93 
Greene, Graham: 
affinities with Pope Francis, 270, 
272, 274–79 

Catholic imagination, 269–70, 
277–78 

in Latin America, 271–74 
Grief, Mark, 282 
Grierson, Sir Herbert, 106 
Griffith, Elizabeth, 129 
Groote, Geert, 90 
The Guinea Voyage (Stanfield). See 

also Stanfield, James Field 
characters in, 194–95, 198–99 
poetic modes and language, 
193, 194, 196, 198, 199 

sailors dehumanized, 191, 194, 
195–97 

Guiomar of Ulloa, Doña, 91 

H 

Hackett, Norah Desmond, 246 
Hall, Radclyffe: 
conversion to Catholicism, 241–
43, 251–52 

lesbian lifestyle freedoms in 
early 20th century, 242, 244–
47 

main themes of writings, 243–
45, 247–48 

theology of The Well of 
Loneliness, 248–52 

Hamilton, Donna, 116 
Hamilton, Marie P., 74, 75, 76 



Index  339 

 

Hamlet (Shakespeare), 131–32, 
134, 150, 155, 156 

Hamlin, Hannibal, 128, 129–30, 
131, 133–34 

The Hard Problem (Stoppard), 14, 
320, 321 

The Harmonie of the Church 
(Drayton), 117–20, 121 

Hartman, Geoffrey, 184 
Hawthorne, Nathaniel, 300, 301 
Heaney, Seamus, 23, 325 
Heng, Geraldine, 82 
Henrietta Maria, Queen, 145 
Henry IV, Part One (Shakespeare), 
132 

Henry V (Shakespeare), 131, 137 
Henry VIII, 8, 117, 121, 122, 123 
Herbert, George, 9, 107, 112, 170, 
171 

Hillesum, Etty, 18 
Holy Trinity, 4, 54, 60–62, 98 
Holy Communion, 24, 258, 285–
86, 288 

The Holy Communion (Vaughan), 
174 

The Honorary Consul (Greene), 
273–74 

Hooker, Jeremy, 259, 260 
Hooker, Richard, 147–48, 149 
Hopkins, Gerard Manley: 
competing notions of "form," 
227–30 

homoeroticism, 233–35 
inscape (divine discerned in the 
material), 12–13, 21, 229, 234, 
255–56, 321–22, 324–25 

sense of failure, 12, 230–33, 235–
36 

R. S. Thomas compared with, 
291–93, 295 

Housekeeping (Robinson): 

domestication resisted, 13, 297–
98, 302–8 

limits of language explored, 
308–10 

Robinson's biography and 
intellectual influences, 298–
302, 308 

Howells, Edward, 97 
Hytner, Nicholas, 317 

I 

Ignatius of Loyola, 275, 324 
illuminism movement, 92 
In Parenthesis (Jones), 259–65 
Incarnation: 
apophaticism distrusted in early 
modern period, 98–99 

Hopkins's incarnational 
theology, 234–35, 324 

imagination equated with, 4, 
68–69, 323–25 

Julian of Norwich's 
incarnational theology, 53–62 

O'Connor's incarnational 
theology, 285, 288–89 

Inchbald, Elizabeth, 190 
Index of Forbidden Books, 92–93, 
271 

individualism: 
commodification denying, 20–
21 

in early modern thought, 8, 9, 92 
atheism dramatized. See The 

Atheist’s Tragedy (Tourneur) 
imagination as individual 
freedom, 68 

Industrial Revolution, 11 
The Interior Castle (Teresa of 
Avila), 8, 93–100 

"Inversnaid" (Hopkins), 21 
Irons, Evelyn, 243 



340   Index 

 

J 

Jacob, Micky (Naomi), 242 
"Jacob’s Pillow, and Pillar" 
(Vaughan), 172, 174 

Jarrett, Bede, 277 
Jesuit Order: 
Bergoglio (Pope Francis) and, 
270, 272, 274–77 

Byrd and, 118 
Greene and, 270 
Hopkins and, 228, 231–32, 235 
slaveholdings of, 188–89 
Southwell and, 106–7, 108, 112 
Teresa of Ávila and, 91–92, 99 

The Jew of Malta (Marlowe), 9, 148 
John of the Cross, 171, 172, 236 
John Paul II (pope), 271, 272–73, 
275 

Jones, David: 
images of depth, 256–57, 259–67 
sacramental imagination, 255–
56, 257–59, 260, 261, 266–67 

Jonson, Ben, 125 
Jubilate Agno (Smart), 10–11, 179–
86 

Julian of Norwich: 
on divine love, 6, 52–53, 58, 61 
incarnational theology, 53–62 
life and writings, 51–52 
wordplay, 55, 60–61, 62 

Jung, Carl, 281, 283 

K 

Kandinsky, Wassily, 230 
Kavanaugh, Kieran, 94 
Keats, John, 137–38 
Keller, Catherine, 257, 266 
Kemble, John, 190 
Kempis, Thomas à, 90, 236 
Kerman, Joseph, 118, 119 

King, Henry, 164–65 
King Lear (Shakespeare), 134–35, 
155, 317 

Kirkby, Joan, 304–5 
Knox, John, 125 
Kojève, Alexandre, 152 
Krafft-Ebing, Richard von, 246–47, 
249 

Küng, Hans, 271 

L 

Lahey, G. F., 236 
Lampert-Weissig, Lisa, 78 
"The Lantern out of Doors" 
(Hopkins), 321–22 

Lanyer, Amelia, 10, 141–43, 144, 
145–46 

Las Moradas (Teresa of Avila), 8, 
93–100 

The Legend of Great Cromwell 
(Drayton), 121 

Leo XIII (pope), 242 
lesbian lifestyle freedoms in early 
20th century, 242, 244–47 

Lewis, Linda, 209–10 
Linebaugh, Peter, 200 
Lloyd Malcolm, Morgan, 141–42, 
143, 145–46 

"Looking Back" (Vaughan), 165 
love: 
in Christian thought, 14 
Julian of Norwich on divine 
love, 6, 52–53, 58, 61 

literature's teachings on, 22–24 
Southwell on divine love, 110 
Teresa of Ávila on divine love, 
97, 99–100 

Lowther, Toupie (Barbara), 244–
45, 246–47 

Lubac, Henri de, 230, 277 
Luther, Martin, 8, 125 



Index  341 

 

Lynch, William, 4, 12, 284–85, 325 

M 

Macbeth (Shakespeare), 8, 317 
MacCormack, Declan, 190 
Macdonald, George, 4, 12 
Malick, Terrence, 21 
Mallipeddi, Ramesh, 188 
"Man" (Vaughan), 170 
Mannin, Ethel, 243 
Maréchal, Joseph, 277 
Mariam (Cutpurse Theatre 
Company production, 2021), 
141, 143–45, 146 

Maritain, Jacques, 242, 249, 256, 
258, 282, 283, 285 

Marlowe, Christopher, 8, 9, 148, 
160 

Martineau, Harriet, 210 
Marx, Karl, 12 
Marx, Steven, 130 
Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots, 112, 
117, 124 

Matilda, The faire and chaste 
daughter of the Lord Robet 
Fitzwalter (Drayton), 120–25 

Mauriac, François, 277 
McEwen, Ian, 19–20 
McGilchrist, Iain, 18, 21, 23 
McGregor, Neil, 23 
Melville, Herman, 257, 301–2, 305, 
308 

The Merchant of Venice 
(Shakespeare), 137, 317 

Meres, Francis, 115 
The Merry Wives of Windsor 
(Shakespeare), 128 

Merwe, Peter van der, 189 
Miles, Laura Saetveit, 55 
Milosz, Czeslaw, 316–17, 319, 321 
Milton, John: 

allusions to, 194, 196, 208, 209, 
295 

Southwell, suggested influence 
on, 9, 107, 108–9, 112 

Moby Dick (Melville), 257, 301–2, 
305 

Monsignor Quixote (Greene), 271, 
278 

Monson, Craig, 118 
morality plays, 7 
More, Sir Thomas, 8 
Morgan, Barry, 295 
Morris, Violette, 245 
Mulligan, Hugh, 190 
Munday, Anthony, 116, 120 
Murdoch, Iris, 22, 24 
Murray, Paul, 20 

N 

Nashe, Thomas, 159 
New Criticism, 283–84 
Newby, Peter, 188, 189 
Newton, Esther, 248 
Newton, John, 194 
Nietzsche, Friedrich, 12 
The Night (Vaughan), 171, 174, 175 
nominalism, 43 

O 

Ocampo, Victoria, 273, 274 
O'Connor, Flannery: 
Catholic intellectual influences, 
281–85 

sacramental imagination, 13, 
285–89 

O'Connor, John, 256 
Old English religious verse. See 
Scripture vivified by Old English 
poets 

O'Leary, Con, 251 



342   Index 

 

Olusoga, David, 193–94 
Orme, Nicholas, 81 
Ortega y Gasset, José, 22 
Oshida, Shigeto, 21 
Osuna, Francisco de, 91, 92 
Othello (Shakespeare), 127, 132, 
133, 136, 142 

P 

Paradise Lost (Milton), 108–9, 194, 
196, 209 

Parham, John, 230 
Parsons, Robert, 120 
Passion of Christ, allusions to: 
by Barrett Browning, 210 
by medieval writers, 6–7, 47, 56–
58, 60 

by O'Connor, 288–89 
by Southwell, 109–11 

Patterson, Annabel, 116 
Paul (Apostle), 23, 37, 132 
Paul VI (pope), 271 
Pearsall, Cornelia, 208 
Péguy, Charles, 277 
Peter (Apostle), 71–72 
Petrarch, 71 
Philpot, Glyn, 241 
The Pilgrimage (Vaughan), 169–70 
Pinsky, Robert, 23 
Pinter, Harold, 320–21 
Pius XI (pope), 8 
"Poema de Assumptione Beatae 
Virginis Mariae" (Southwell), 
106, 108–9 

Polanyi, Karl, 20 
"Prayer to Christ" (Anselm), 46–48 
Price, Evadne, 246 
Price-Owen, Anne, 255 
The Prioress' Tale (Chaucer): 
Chaucer's racial attitudes, 82–83 

sentimentality and violence 
blended, 76–79, 83 

source material, 73–75, 82 
undercutting descriptions of 
Prioress, 76, 79–82 

Proslogion, See Anselm of 
Canterbury 

Protestant Reformation, 8, 89, 121, 
123 

Psalms, allusions to: 
by Jones, 265–66 
by medieval writers, 31, 33, 40, 
45, 76 

by Shakespeare, 128, 129, 131, 
134–35 

by Vaughan, 171 

Q 

"Quickness" (Vaughan), 170–71 

R 

The Rape of Lucrece (Shakespeare), 
120, 122 

Rediker, Marcus, 188, 192, 200 
reductionism transcended by art, 
17–24 

"Religion" (Vaughan), 167–68, 169 
The Retreat (Vaughan), 165–66 
Richard III (Shakespeare), 133, 137 
Rilke, Rainer Maria, 23 
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
(Coleridge, illustrated by Jones), 
261, 263, 265–67 

Robinson, Marilynne. See 
Housekeeping (Robinson) 

Romanticism, 11–12, 174 
Roscelin of Compiègne, 43 
Roscoe, William, 190 
Rouault, George, 242 



Index  343 

 

"The Runaway Slave at Pilgrim's 
Point" (Barrett Browning), 209–
11 

Rushton, Edward, 188 
Ruskin, John, 218, 219, 225, 255 
Russell, Lucy, 124, 125 

S 

"Saint Peters Complaint" 
(Southwell), 107–8 

Salcedo, Francisco de, 91 
Salve Deus Rex Judaeorum 
(Lanyer), 143, 144 

Sartre, Jean-Paul, 4, 323 
Saturday (McEwen), 19–20 
Scholl, Dorothea, 219 
Schwartz, Sanford, 260 
Schweitzer, Albert, 14 
Scriptural allusions: 
Apocrypha, 32–33, 118–19 
in Browning's Christmas Eve, 
225 

by English Catholic writers, 117–
19, 120–21, 123 

Exodus 3.14 ("I AM THAT I 
AM"), 4, 132–33, 144 

by Old English poets. See 
Scripture vivified by Old 
English poets 

Passion of Christ. See Passion of 
Christ, allusions to 

Psalms. See Psalms, allusions to 
in Robinson's Housekeeping, 
301–2, 305 

in Shakespeare's work. See 
Scriptural allusions of 
Shakespeare 

Song of Songs, 118, 120–21, 124, 
135–36, 168, 171 

Scriptural allusions of 
Shakespeare: 

critical commentary on, 129–30 
purposes served by, 9, 131–38 
Shakespeare's Scriptural 
knowledge, 127–29, 130–31, 
138 

Scripture vivified by Old English 
poets: 
apocryphal imagination, 32–33 
moral teachings, 33–36 
vernacular theology, 5–6, 29–32, 
36–37 

"Sea Violet" (Doolittle), 21 
The Search (Vaughan), 168–69, 170 
Shaheen, Naseeb, 128–29, 132 
Shakespeare, William. See also 
titles of Shakespeare's works 
Scriptural allusions. See 
Scriptural allusions of 
Shakespeare 

other mentions, 8, 142, 145–46, 
147, 316, 317–18 

Sidney, Sir Philip, 214 
"Silence and stealth of days" 
(Vaughan), 165 

Silk, Jasmine, 141, 143–45, 146 
Simmons, Joseph, S.J., 4 
Slade, Carole, 92 
slavery. See transatlantic slave 
trade 

Smart, Christopher, 10–11, 179–86 
Smith, Helen Zenna, 246 
Society of Jesus. See Jesuit Order 
Song of Songs, 118, 120–21, 124, 
135–36, 168, 171 

Sonnets (Shakespeare), 133, 135–
36 

Sonnets from the Portuguese 
(Barrett Browning), 213–15 

Southwell, Robert: 
critical neglect, 8–9, 105–6, 112–
13 

life events, 106–7 



344   Index 

 

literary innovations and 
influence, 107–12 

Scriptural allusions, 117–18, 
119, 123, 124 

Spanish Inquisition, 89, 93 
St. John, Christopher, 242 
Stanfield, James Field: 
British sailor identity, 10, 189–
91, 192–93, 194 

Irish Catholic identity, 187–89, 
190, 200 

poetic account of slave voyage. 
See The Guinea Voyage 
(Stanfield) 

prose account of slave voyage, 
191–93, 195–96 

Steiner, George, 21 
Stoppard, Tom, 14, 320, 321 
Stowe, Harriet Beecher, 209–10 
Swarns, Rachel L., 188–89 
Swedenborg, Emmanuel, 207 
Sweeney, Anne, 106 
Syriac theological poems, 32–33 

T 

Taille, Maurice de la, 256 
A Tale of Two Cities (Dickens), 12 
Tallis, Thomas, 117, 119 
"A Temple of the Holy Ghost" 
(O'Connor), 286–89 

Teresa of Ávila: 
Discalced Carmelite order 
foundation, 92, 100–102 

on the soul's passage to place of 
refuge, 8, 93–100, 319 

spiritual development and 
context of writings, 89–93 

"The Dwelling-Place" (Vaughan), 
172–73 

Theobald, Lewis, 129 
Theodore of Tarsus, 32 

This is Happiness (Williams), 21–
22 

Thomas, R. S., 13, 258, 291–95 
Thomas Aquinas and Thomism, 
22, 230, 242, 282–83, 285, 287 

Tillotson, Kathleen, 120 
Tillyard, E. M. W., 147 
Tomko, Michael, 189 
Torrijos Herrera, Omar, 272 
Tourneur, Cyril. See The Atheist’s 

Tragedy (Tourneur) 
The Tragedy of Mariam, Fair 

Queen of Jewry (Cary), 10, 143–
44 

Traherne, Thomas, 175 
transatlantic slave trade. See also 

The Guinea Voyage (Stanfield) 
abolitionist literature, 188, 190, 
193–94, 209–11 

Catholic Church and, 188–89 
Polanyi on slavery, 20 

transcendentalism, 300–301 
Trinity, 4, 54, 60–62, 98 
Troubridge, Una, 242, 247, 248, 
249 

Twelfth Night (Shakespeare), 133 
The Tyger (Blake), 11 

U 

The Unlit Lamp (Hall), 243–44 

V 

Valdés Index, 92–93 
Vaughan, Henry: 
bereavement poems, 164–67, 
173–74 

homesickness for heaven, 169–
70 

laments for corruption of 
religion, 167–69, 171–73 



Index  345 

 

poetics of loss, 10, 163–64, 166–
67, 170–71, 173–76 

"The Virgin Mary to the Child 
Jesus" (Barrett Browning), 208–9 

Vita Nuova (Dante), 69, 72 

W 

Watson, Nicholas, 30 
Weber, Alison, 93 
The Well of Loneliness (Hall), 242, 
243, 244, 247–52 

When I Was a Child I Read Books 
(Robinson), 299, 309, 310 

Whigham, Peter, 17, 22 
White, Norman, 235 
Wilde, Oscar, 215, 241–42, 243 
Wilder, Craig Steven, 189 
Williams, Niall, 21–22 
Williams, Raymond, 9 

 

 

 

Williams, Rowan, 257 
"The Windhover" (Hopkins), 13 
Wise Blood (O'Connor), 217, 281–
82 

Woolf, Virginia, 137, 251 
wordplay: 
of Julian of Norwich, 55, 60–61, 
62 

of Shakespeare, 132–33 
Smart's "alphabetical poetics," 
10–11, 179–86 

of Southwell, 109–11 
Wordsworth, William, 11–12, 174 

Y 

Young, Winifred Constance, 246 
Young Hugh of Lincoln, 74, 76–77, 
78, 83-84 


