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The idea of “Asia” is contested in the literature as a concept in 
terms of unification in any sense e.g., regionally, economically, 
and politically (see Duara [1995] 2019; Acharya, 2010), which 
makes a book of this nature challenging. The use of inclusion 
and diversity as a lens of discovery is not only synchronically 
topical but provides an important outlet for unheard voices 
and marginalized perspectives otherwise silenced or ignored in 
education and Asian literature. The lens by which the book is 
written combines multiple streams of diversity and inclusion 
with that of K-12 and higher education in an Asian context, and it 
allows room for individual Asian voices and perspectives both in 
and outside the classroom.
Inspired by a panel presented at the 2021 New York Conference 
on Asian Studies (NYCAS) on the very topic of inclusivity and 
diversity in Asian education, the book broadened the original 
focus from the COVID-centered to one that allowed the 
exploration of a wider geographic area and cultural area as well as 
new subjects. Moreover, our text includes a focus on individuals 
with disabilities, multicultural education, and cross-disciplinary 
efforts across cultures. This book covers broader topics regarding 
inclusivity and diversity in education from multiple Asian 
perspectives and ranges from various educational levels (that 
is, elementary, secondary, and post-secondary institutions), 
different school settings (that is, public and private schools), and 
a variety of Asian countries and areas (that is, Bangladesh, China, 
India, Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, and Taiwan). This book gives 
a well-rounded representation of the issues through theoretical 
focus, practical applications, and research studies, contributed by 
authors from various international institutions and countries or 
countries of origin, including Bangladesh, China, Germany, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, Jordan, and the United States.
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