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When trying to figure out a solution to a problem, wouldn’t you 
involve in the process those affected by the issue?
For the longest time, education research didn’t —the voices of 
those most affected by educational disparities and inequities 
were not part of the solution to the very issues which they 
faced. By including students’ and youth’s perspectives, 
education researchers can now begin to identify and 
understand the issues that pervade students’ contexts under 
a more nuanced light, and thus, embrace the notion that 
students and youth are not passive recipients of change, but 
rightful architects of the solutions to the critical challenges 
affecting them.
This edited volume aims to showcase the value that can 
be created by amplifying the voices of marginalized and 
minoritized students and youth, and examining their 
experiences through various qualitative methods. The chapters 
in this volume include projects conducted in different settings 
and countries and address important issues concerning 
students and youth, including post-secondary education, 
special education, learning disabilities, the juvenile justice 
system, among others.
This volume is for you if you are interested in equity and 
education research and it will serve you as a reference for 
research that has actively and consciously included student 
and youth voices. Whether it be through instruction, research 
or policy, this volume aims to inspire you to put in motion 
the work that remains to be done, so that we can provide all 
students and youth, regardless of their characteristics and 
context, with the specific resources they need to thrive in their 
personal and academic journeys.

“Amplifying Student and Youth Voices in Education 
Research” is a powerful reminder of the humanity 
at the heart of education. Through the lived 
experiences and firsthand narratives of students, 
this book challenges long-held assumptions and 
invites readers to rethink how we address the 
needs of learners. By showcasing perspectives from 
varied contexts and using innovative research 
methods, it presents a compelling vision for a more 
effective and student-centered educational system.

Dr. Aizat Nurshatayeva
Brown University
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