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Poetic Inquiry as Social Justice
and Political Response
SERIES IN LITERARY STUDIES
‘Poetic Inquiry as Social Justice and Political Response’ is both timely and desperately needed. One of the strongest points about the
book is the excellent writers contained within--for those of us who use poetry as a methodology, a majority of the names are totally
recognizable because they are well-published and understand the power of poetry in representing research. There are a wide
variety of topics and approaches which is delicious for the reader----it definitely was for me! Some absolute standouts for me where
Sheila Stewart. Anne McCrary Sullivan, Sandra Faulkner and Kimberly Dark. This book will have a massive impact in the field of
qualitative inquiry because it exemplifies how poetic inquiry has come out from under the shadows as an alternate form of research
(wherein researchers were always apologizing or explaining the method) to a primary, viable way of presenting research. All of the
big issues are represented: feminism, resistance, social justice, wellbeing, war, race and identity, ecopoetics, etc. are covered. The
depth and breadth of this collection makes for a concise and informed collection!
Michelle Reale
English and Music Dept., Arcadia University

Summary
This volume speaks to the use of poetry in critical qualitative research
and practice focused on social justice. In this collection, poetry is a
response, a call to action, agitation, and a frame for future social justice
work. The authors engage with poetry’s potential for connectivity,
political power, and evocation through methodological, theoretical,
performative, and empirical work. The poet-researchers consider
questions of how poetry and Poetic Inquiry can be a response to
political and social events, be used as a pedagogical tool to critique
inequitable social structures, and how Poetic Inquiry speaks to our local
identities and politics. The authors answer the question: “What spaces
can poetry create for dialogue about critical awareness, social justice,
and re-visioning of social, cultural, and political worlds?” This volume
adds to the growing body
of Poetic Inquiry through
the demonstration of
poetry as political action,
response, and reflective
practice. We hope this
collection inspires you
to write and engage
with political poetry to
realize the power
of poetry as political
action, response, and
reflective practice.
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