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Across centuries, France -and especially its capital city, Paris- 
established itself as a major source of influence across the Americas 
through colonization, diplomacy and political influence, but also through 
intellectualism and cultural productions of all sorts, either by imposition, 
exportation or as a trend of fashion via a bilateral transatlantic 
movement of people and ideas. In itself, the influence of Paris, the 
“capital of the world,” as Patrice Higonnet (2002) analyzes it, is similar 
to a phantasmagoria, which results in a transatlantic fascination for the 
city of lights and all the tangible or intangible elements that function as 
its embodiment. As Stuart Hall explains, understanding cultures and 
languages and their representations through various manifestations 
presupposes that we can identify, understand and interpret the signs 
that constitute their core identity. (Hall 2013).
In an interdisciplinary approach, this multi-authored, edited volume 
examines the long-established relationships between Paris and cities 
across the American continent, in the past as well as in the present time. 
In order to explore all aspects of Paris’s influence(s) in the Americas, 
this volume is organized around two main axes of analysis: first, in a 
geographical progression from North to South, the reader is invited to 
reflect upon cultural productions that demonstrate the many influences 
of Paris in the Americas through theater, literature, philosophy, 
fashion and cinema (chapters 1 to 6). In the following chapters (7 to 
11), the volume focuses particularly on a variety of urban connections 
that take the reader from South to North this time, analyzing tangible 
architectural and urban design influences of Paris in major cities such 

as Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 
Aires, Mexico City, New 
York, or Washington D.C.
In today’s global world, 
this multifaceted study 
of Paris’ visible and 
invisible influences in 
the Americas clearly 
reveals the transnational 
intersections of spaces, 
languages, people and 
cultures.
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